
HOW THEY 
WERE RANKED
If a school finished among the top 30 among all high 

schools in any of the 11 categories, it was awarded points ev-
ery time it did—30 points for being 1-10, 20 for being 11-20 
and 10 for being 21-30. Double weight (60, 40, 20) was given 
in one category: the percentage of seniors who took AP tests. 
Points were then added up and the schools ranked according 
to how many points they received. Of the 135 high school 
tracked, 87 received at least 10 points. The winner, Staples in 
Westport, received 330 points. Wamogo, No. 35, received 70.

The survey includes only what the state terms “Tradi-
tional/Regular” public high schools. Magnet schools, charter 
schools and technical schools were not included.

Where possible, ties were broken by determining the 
number of National Merit Scholarship semifinalists in the 
senior class. For example, Wilton, Avon and Ridgefield tied 
for second place, but Wilton had nine semifinalists, Avon had 
seven and Ridgefield five.

All data is contained in the state Department of Educa-
tion’s “Strategic High School Profiles 2006-07,” the most re-
cent available. The profiles can be found online at sde.ct.gov.

We realize that high schools in Connecticut operate un-
der vastly differing circumstances and don’t all have the same 
objectives. Our goal was to find the schools with the greatest 
percentage of motivated students, along with faculty and staff 
that seemed to do the best job of college preparation.
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1 Staples (330) Westport 21 53.3 77.6 87.2 82.9 85.7 81.1 588 571 93.3 91.7

2 Wilton (310) Wilton 19 44.4 88.6 81.2 86.8 85 73.4 602 591 93.3 85.8

3 Avon (310) Avon 16 45.7 88.4 71.2 85 79.6 78.3 576 575 91.4 92.8

4 Ridgefield (310) Ridgefield 19 51.1 91.9 84 87.6 82.2 77.8 596 581 94.3 83.5

5 Darien (300) Darien 15 45.6 94.5 74.1 81.1 79.3 71.8 603 576 97.1 86.5

6 Weston (290) Weston 11 41.7 90.1 76.5 82 79 84.5 604 595 95.1 82.3

7 New Canaan (270) New Canaan 17 30.3 98.7 75.5 86 86.3 80.4 599 571 93.4 89.8

8 Farmington (260) Farmington 21 50.4 74 73.9 79 76.4 74.9 554 552 94.5 84.1

9 Simsbury (250) Simsbury 17 15.9 93 78.9 83.2 82.2 75.9 573 566 88.4 89.3

10 Joel Barlow (230) Redding/Easton 17 32.2 88.5 82.4 87 75.8 71.4 565 561 91.2 87.6

11 Greenwich (220) Greenwich 19 40.3 91.3 71.4 76.7 71.2 62.2 582 565 86.9 89

12 Ludlowe (220) Fairfield 24 37.5 75.5 70.2 75.5 70.9 68.5 554 545 90.7 90.2

13 Hall (190) West Hartford 21 41.1 88.8 66 70.8 61.8 69.3 561 561 88.8 83.1

14 Granby (190) Granby 14 43.1 81.7 71.8 79.1 65 77.9 549 554 90.8 82.6

14 Hand (190) Madison 11 15.6 86.3 74.6 84.7 80.3 76.9 569 548 95.1 80.2

16 Lyme/Old Lyme (160) Lyme/Old Lyme 12 33.9 81.7 74.1 78.6 61.5 70.7 567 542 84.3 92.3

17 Amity Regional (150) Woodbridge/ 
Orange/Bethany

24 32.8 86.2 69.1 68.6 68.5 66.1 566 552 92.2 82.2

18 East Lyme (150) East Lyme 19 40.7 72.5 66.8 76 73.1 68.8 552 541 82.6 79.2

19 Glastonbury (140) Glastonbury 9 15.3 92.8 64.8 70.4 74.9 67.9 571 544 92.2 82.8

20 Old Saybrook (120) Old Saybrook 9 37.2 73.2 75.2 79.3 72 66.4 531 504 81.3 76.4

21 Pomperaug (120) Southbury/ 
Middlebury

20 31.3 87.3 69.5 69 68.5 67 528 522 91.4 82.9

22 Conard (120) West Hartford 22 45.7 70.5 57.9 65.6 51.3 58.2 536 535 88.5 86

23 New Fairfield (110) New Fairfield 18 34.1 55.5 75.5 72.1 62.4 71.6 529 523 86.7 69.2

24 Guilford (90) Guilford 17 37.5 76.7 62.7 64.3 59.2 65.9 547 542 86.2 81.3

25 East Granby (90) East Granby 5 21.7 92.1 75.9 81 60.3 57.9 548 510 80 83.3

25 E.O. Smith (90) Ashford/Mans-
field

16 4.8 93.2 51.1 63.2 56.4 59.7 558 563 77.5 79

25 Northwestern  
Regional (90)

Barkhamsted/ 
Colebrook/ 
New Hartford/
Norfolk

8 32.1 76.5 63.8 76.9 71.9 65.8 548 544 69.4 64.9

25 Warde (90) Fairfield 20 25.5 77.9 63.9 69.3 64.6 66.8 548 539 86.4 94.1

29 Litchfield (90) Litchfield 11 31.6 54.1 72.3 61.4 55.4 75.2 523 509 91 81.5

30 Lewis Mills (80) Burlington/Har-
winton

12 29.9 84.8 74.4 73.9 62.3 67.3 527 532 83.2 90.9

31 Newtown (70) Newtown 14 39.6 75.3 57.3 60.8 68.8 63.6 539 532 86 86.8

32 Brookfield (70) Brookfield 13 33.2 82.8 60 78.7 58 63.9 534 538 91 72

32 Cheshire (70) Cheshire 17 12.2 86.7 71 66.8 65.4 65.4 544 529 91.9 75

32 Hamden (70) Hamden 21 31.7 51.7 41.4 46.3 38.9 32.3 480 495 85 88.2

35 Wamogo (70) Warren/Morris/ 
Goshen

8 34.9 80.9 66.1 59.6 64.3 66.1 517 520 77.5 72.9

Top 35                   Public High Schools NUMBERS
What the categories mean

The 11 categories of data 
included in the chart are, from 
left to right:

1—The number of AP 
courses for which students at 
the school were tested in 2006. 
The statewide average was 8.9.

2—The percentage of se-
niors who took at least one AP 
test. The statewide average was 
20.1.

3—The percentage of com-
pleted AP tests earning a score 
of 3 or better, a 3 being gener-
ally required in order to earn 
a college credit. The statewide 
average was 71.9.

4 thru 7—The percentage of 
grade 10 students meeting the 
state goals in the Connecticut 
Academic Performance Test in 
reading, writing, mathematics 
and science. The state’s “Goal” 
level is more demanding than 
its “Proficient” level, but not 
as high as the “Advanced” level 
that is reported in the federal 
“No Child Left Behind” report 
cards. The statewide averages 
for meeting the goals were 
45.6 percent for reading, 52.9 
percent for writing, 45.2 per-
cent for math and 44.4 percent 
for science. For more detailed 
CAPT results, go to ctreports.
com.

8 thru 9—The average score 
of the Class of 2006 for the SAT 
I in mathematics and critical 
reading. The statewide averages 
were 510 and 505.

10—The percentage of grad-
uating seniors in the Class of 
2006 who went on immediately 
to attend a two- or four-year 
college. The statewide average 
was 78.3 percent.

11—The percentage of the 
school’s professional staff with 
a master’s degree or above. The 
statewide average was 76 per-
cent.
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